
 
 

 The Office of the Governor  
Executive Department 

State of Idaho 
Proclamation State Capitol 

Boise 
 

WHEREAS, COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease) is a serious respiratory 
disorder that affects twice as many Americans as diabetes and takes 110,000 lives annually; and 

 
WHEREAS, COPD is the nation’s fourth leading cause of death and costs our economy 

billions annually; and 
 
WHEREAS, COPD is on the rise in our country, yet millions of people do not realize they 

are at risk; and 
 
WHEREAS, COPD can be a debilitating disease that robs people of their breath and 

independence; and 
 
WHEREAS, early detection is vital to staving off the ravages of this disease; and 
 
WHEREAS, a need has been identified to increase awareness and detection of this 

insidious illness that encompasses chronic bronchitis, emphysema and asthmatic bronchitis; 
 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, DIRK KEMPTHORNE, Governor of the State of Idaho, do hereby 
proclaim November 2002, to be  

 
COPD AWARENESS MONTH 

 
in Idaho. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused to be affixed the Great Seal of the State of Idaho at 
the Capitol in Boise on this thirteenth day of August in the 
year of our Lord two-thousand and two and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred twenty-seventh and of the Statehood of Idaho the 
one hundred thirteenth. 
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GOVERNOR 
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